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Thie First thing you gl when you arrive a1 Alcenia’s s a hug from the owner hersell,
Betly Jovee “BL" Chesler-Tamayo believes thal she has the world’s greatest customers.
"I thank you for coming,” she tells each one, “because there are so many places thal you
can go, and when you come lo me, | really appreciale thal™ Bul if il weren'l for a tragic
event in B).s life, there would be no Aloenia’s lo o bo al all,

in BJ."s Family, her 85-year-old molher — whom the restaurant is named after — is
known as the cook. "My mom has been cooking since she was aboul 9, says B). "We
always had homemade biscuils and fresh peach preserves, but she never thought of
apsening a restauranl.”

B, however, knew early on she wanied 1o manufacture her molher's recipes for
preserves. "Among our race, 5o many limes a lol of our heritage dies with our ancesiors,”
she notes, "Greal cooks, greal people, but we never gel the recipes. And 1 didn’t wani
that to happen. | wanted a legacy 1o go on with my mom.”

With a |;!r-grvr'r in butineid from I.el'.-ln-rm-{}m:-n E-::-Il-:gc-. BJ. was '-‘-l"lf-‘!rkil'lrg for FedEx
il asrve Fateful day In 1996 that urged her onlo the entreprencurial path

“1 lost my only son in a motorcycle accident,” B.J. recalls. “That's when | knew | could
no longer work for samebody else or keep putling off what | had 10 do. Emationally,
I could not go back to work. | slept all the time. | didn’t sleep on the bed, | slepd on a
matiress on the floor

“When | last my son, it was like there was a hole in my hearl and nobody knew how
far itwenl,” she continues. "And you never gel 1o The boltom. Every time you think you're
at the bollom, The hole drops evin Furthern”

B). knew something had io give so that she could mave an from the lragedy and
continue a tradition for her family — especially for her granddaughter Alcenia, who was
bom after her father's — BJL's son's — death. "If I'm here at the restaurant, | stay so
busy,” says BJ. “1 don't have any time 1o think."
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